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MEIILOW AIRY. 





From the Boston Missionary Heraid, for September. 
AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS, 
PALESTENE MISSION. 
MR. FISK. 


(On the 29thwef September, 1823, Mr. 
Fisk, accompanied by Mr. Wolff, visited 
shanfiand Bzomer. ‘The latter place is the 
residence of the Armenian Catholic Patri- 
arch. named Gregory, and is rather a theo- 
jozical seminary, than a convent. About 
20 young men were there, pursuing studies 
preparatory to the Ministry. Mr. F. thus 
praises the institution. } 

j have seen no convents so good or so 
neat. as this 3; nor have IT, in any of the 
monastic establishments that I have visited, 
met with men of equal talents and acquisi- 
tions. They are clever, enterprising and 
persevering. ‘They made many inquiries 
about the expense that would attend the 
purchase and establishment of a_ press. 
Frométheir inquirtes I infer that the estab- 
lishment of a press is part of their plan. 

Tripoli. 

(The next day Messrs. Fisk, Wolff and 
King. set out for Tripoli, which stands near 
the foot of Mount Lebanon. The place 
was Supposed to contain about 15,000 in- 
habitants, of whom 400 or 500 were Greeks, 
a few were “taronites, and a few Jews. 
Che rest were Mussulmen. } 

Oct, 4.—At half past nine we left Tripo- 
li, rode over a plain, and ascended the 
mountains, till we reached a lofty summit, 
with a valley before us, which I cannot bet- 
ter describe, than by calling it a frightful 
chasm in the earth. After various wind- 
ings and gentle ascents among shrub oaks, 
we reached the Convent of Mar Antonius 
at Koshiah. We were nine hours on our 
way from Tripoli to the convent. It is a 
Maronite establishment, and contains about 
100 monks. They seemed dirty, stupid 
and ignorant. One of the priests told me, 
that not more than one fourth of the whole 
number can read. ‘They have a press in 
the convent, and print their church books 
in Svriac and Carshun. The books are 
printed and bound by the monks. I could 
not learn from them that they had printed 
the Bible, or any part of it, except in the 
form of church lessons. 

{The printing establishment is small, and 
has been in existence 17 or 18 years. A 

monk weat to Europe, learned the art, re- 
turned, made a press, cast the types and 
taught others to print. Heisnow dead, but 
ihe business is carried on by others. ] 

Mr. Fisk thinks the number of convents 
sn Mount Lebanon to be as follows : Greeks 
19; Syrian Catholicks 2 ; Armenian Cath- 
olics 3 3 Greek Catholics, about 20 ; Ma- 
ronites 65. Total 100. 

f Almost all the Christian inhabitants are 
Maronites, whose number their patriarch 
sstimates at from 100 to 150,000. | 

Cedars of Lebanon. 


7. Taking a guide, we set out for the Ce- 
dars, going a little S. of E. In about two 
hours we came in sight of them, and in 
another hour reached them. Instead of be- 
ing on the highest summit of Lebanon, as 
has sometimes been said, they are situated 
at the foot of a high mountain, in what may 
be considered as the arena of a vast amphi- 
theatre, opening to the W. with high moun- 
tains onthe N. 8. & E. The cedars stand 
on five or six gentle elevations, and occupy 
a spot of ground about three fourths of a 
mile in circumference. I walked around 
it in 15 minutes. We measured a number 
of the trees. The largest is upwards of 40 
feet in circumference. Six or eight others 
are also very large, several of them nearly 
the size of the largest. ‘The haidsomest 
and tallest are those of two or three feet in 
diameter, the body straight, the branches 
almost horizontal, forming a beautiful cone, 
and casting a goodly shade. We measured 
the leneth of two by the shade, and found 
each about 90 feet. ‘They produce a coni- 
cal fruit in shape and size Ike that of the 
pine. Jcounted them and made the whole 
aumber $897 Before seeing the cedars, | 
had met witha European traveller who had 
iust widited them. He gave a short account 
of them§ atid conclided with saying, ** It 
is as with miracles 3 the wonder all vanish- 


JOURNA 


{es when you reach the spot.” What is 
there at which an iafidel cannot sneer ? 
Yet let even an infidel put himself in the 
place of an Asiatic passing from barren de- | 
sert to barren desert, traversing oceans of | 


tomed to countries like Egypt, Arabia, Ju- 


press only with shrubbery and fruit trees ; 
et him, with the feelings of such a man, | 
climb the ragged rocks, and pass the open | 
ravines of Lebanon, and sihteais descry | 
among the hills, a grove of 300 trees such 
as the cedars actually are, even at the pre-! 
sent day, and he will confess that a fine | 
comparison in Amos 2, 9. ** Whose height | 
was as the height of the cedars, and he was | 
strong as the oaks.” Let him after along. 
ride in the heat of the sun, sit down under | 
the shade of a cedar, and contemplate the 
exact conical form of its top, and the beau-| 
| tiful symmetry of its branches, and he wilt) 
no longer wonder that David compared the | 
people of Israel, in the days of their prospe- | 

} 


rity to the ** goodly cedars.” Psalm Ixxx.! 
10. In comparison with all the other trees 
that I have seen on the mountain, the few 
that remain may still be called “ the elory | 
99 oy oS . 
of Lebanon.’ 
Snow of Lebanon. 


8. Left Besharry early in the morning 
for Balbec. It has often been asserted that 
there is snow on Mount Lebanon during 
the whole year. We wished to ascertain 
the fact. After riding without a path, and 
over very bad ground for about an hour, we 
came to alittle valley opening to the south- 
east, in which the snow was about two feet 
deep. In another valley near it, there was 
a still greater quantity. In the course of 
the day we saw snow at a distance in seve- 
ral other places. I strongly suspect, how- 
ever, that mariners often mistake the white 
rock of the mountain for snow. At only a 
short distance it has precisely the same ap- 
pearance. 





Ruins of Balbec. 

9. We started early and pursued our 
way across the plain of Celo Syria ina 8. 
and 8. E. direction. Balbec is at the ex- 
tremity of the plain at the foot of Anti-Li- 
banus. The principal thing to be seen at 
Balbec, is the Temple of the Sun, which 
stands in the N. W. part of the present 
town. A great part of the walls and many 
of the columns are still standing. The 
whole length of the building from E. to W. 
is near 300 paces, and the width from N. to 
S. about 170 paces at the west end: the 
east end is much narrower. ‘There are va- 
rious indications that many parts of the 
walls are more modern than the original 
building, and that what was first a place of 
idolatrous worship, has been more recently 
a Turkish fortress. 

Balbec is now a ruinous village, contain- 
ing about 200 human dwellings. There are 
a few families of Greek Catholics, the only 
Christians in the place. With them we 
lodged, and before parting, gave them seve- 
ral copies of the Scriptures. The great 
body of the inhabitants are Mussulmans of 
the sect of Ali, like the Persians. Balbec 
is now governed by an Emir, who is only 
19 or 20 years old. He had long been at 
war with an uncle, who had command of 
some village or district in the vicinity. 
The day that we arrived at Balbec, they 
had an interview, by desire of the Emir, and 
pretended to make peace. ‘The Emir con- 
ducted his uncle into Balbec in the after- 
noon with great pomp. His horsemen to 
the number of more than 100 pranced their 
Arabian steeds about the plain, and fired 
their muskets and pistols in the air; and 
the wonren caine out of the v Ilage to meet 
them with songs and instruments of music. 
In the evening we heard that on reaching 
his dwelling, the Emir quietly put his uncle 
in chains. What was to follow we did not 
learn. : 
Language, Dialects, &c. used by Syriac 

Christians and others. 

The Syriac is the sacred and ecclesiasti- 
cal language of the Syriac church, but their 
vernacular tongue is Arabic. Most of the 
ecclesiastics are able to read Syriac. A 
few understand the language grammatical- 
ly, but very few, L apprehend, can speak it. 
Their public prayers are in Syriac, but the 


sand and mountains of naked rock, accus- | 


dea, and Asia Minor, abounding in the best jalphabet, so that they may be read by the 
| Latin missionaries to the Greek Catholics. 


———s 


wih the Syriac alphabet. This is what 
Rie al Carshun. ‘The Armenians use the | 
‘Turkish language, with the Armenian Al-| 
paabet, ‘The Greeks in Asia Minor are | 
generally ignorant of Greek, and use ‘Turk-| 
ish in Greek letters. The Catholics have | 
prepared prayers in Greek, with the Latin 


The Polish and German Jews write Ger- 
man ; the Spanish Jews, Spanish ; and the 
Barbary Jews, Arabic ; but all with the 
ilebrew alphabet. This chaos of dialects, 
serves to multiply labor and expense for 
missionaries and Bible Societies. 

15. Mr. King and inyself went to Arissa, 


and thence to Kraim. Kraim is at the 
same time a convent and a college. The 





whole number of the priests, monks and 
students is about 25.—They pursue their 

studies in Armenian, but learn also ‘Turk-| 
ish, and some of them Arabic, Italian, and, 
Latin, ‘They showed usa collection of Lta- | 
lian and Latin books, amounting to 5 or| 
600 volumes. 

een Kraim we went to the Maronite! 
Coileve of Ain Warka. The principal | 
teacher is Hannah Stambuli, who is reputed 

aman oflearning. ‘The number of pupils 

is about 20. 

Messrs. Fisk and King returned to An- 
toora on the 16th. Four days after, Mr. 
isk, in company with Mr. Jowett, again | 
visited Bzomar, and sold to the Armenians | 
50 ‘Testaments and five Bibles. Oct. 22d 
Mr. Fisk terminated his residence at An- 
toora, and returned to Beyrou’ ; where, on | 
the 25th, he sold 400 Psalters to a Catholic, 
who purchased to sell again. 

The Druses. 

They inhabit generally the parts of Le- 
banon south of Beyrout and Der el Kamer, 
while the Maronites inhabit the more north- 
ern parts. The Bishop Hannah Marioni 
tells me, that he has a manuscript, which 
“®s taken from the Druses in time of civil 


death, are you not afraid?” Old Man 
“ Death is bitter !°’ 


/. ** De van feel as. af you were We 


Do you not find in yourself 4 coutigale’ 


an and the new?” 
ly ointing to 
Pi hich 


irgin w 


struggle between thes 

To this he replied@™ 
the cross, and the fina 
hung over the head 














yhumble couch. 


I then explained ‘hin y views of the 
way of salvation by Christ alone, and spoke... 


to him of the day, which jeved was ap- 
proaching, when all showld know Jesus 
Christ. I also spoke to him of the import- 
ance of praying to Him, and to the Father, 
and to the Holy Spirit. 

He looked at me and listened with a 
kind of wonder ; and as I took my leave of 
him, he took me by the hand, pressed it af- 
fectionately, and blessed me. 

11. [had some conversation witha Mus- 
sulman of the Green Tiitban, who had a- 
greed to sell me some books. ‘To-<day he 
told me, that he had consulted some great 
man on the subject, and that he now fi 
to sell them to me, **lest in so doing his 
soul should go into everlasting fire.” ** It 


is accounted sin with us,” said he, * te sell 
the Koran, or Delayel Hairat, to a Christian. 
I believe in Christ,” continued he, ** and 
when I die, I hope to go where he is.” “I 
know that you believe in Christ,” said I, 
‘+ for your Koran speaks of Jesus the son of 
Miriam ; but which do you think the great- 
est, Christ or Mahommed r’—* Surely 
Mahommed,”’ was his answer. 1 then ex- 
plained to him in a few words my belief in’ 
Christ. But my friend Domani, interrupt- 
ed me by attacking him very violently, and 
the Mussulman growing warm, I broke off 
the conversation. 

17. In the evening, after much conver- 
sation with young Domani, he told me, 
** that since he had conversed with me at 
Der el Kamar he could not rejoice as form- 
erly in bowing to images and pictures 5 that 
his heart wavered ; and that he had net 
some time past, bowed to them when fi 








war, and which contains an account of their 
religion. It speaks much of Hakem Bamr, 
he who has appeared in the world six times; 
viz. in the persons of Adam, Pythagoras, 
Jesus Christ, the Caliph Hakem, and two 
others. He created the world, and is soon 
to appear a seventh time to destroy his ene- 
mies, and put the whole world in subjec- 
tion to the Druses. It is said, that they 
are so far from having the spirit of prosely- 
tism, that they will not receive proselytes, 
and if a foreigner wishes to embrace their 
religion they will not admit him. They 
are allowed, when occasion requires, to feign 
themselves Mussulmans, or Christians, or 
of any other religion. ‘They are said to be 
notorious for incest. Volney supposed the 
number of Druses to be 120,000. Mr. Con- 
ner has stated it at 70,000. 


JOURNAL OF Mr. KING. 


Convent of Mar Antonius Khoshiah, Oct. 
5, 1823.—While in the Chapel, in the 
morning, I saw an old man kneeling very 
devoutly before the altar, and I desired to 
see him and converse with him. His beard 
was long and flowing, and white as snow. 
His countenance was meagre and pale, and 
his skin withered. His eyes were sunk 
deep in his head, and were raised towards 
an image of the Saviour. ‘Toward evening 
I visited him again. I fourid him sitting 
on the cold stone floor, before the door of 
his cell. accosted him by saying, ** How 
do you do, old man? I have come to see 
you, because 1 love to converse with old 
men, who love the Lord Jesus Christ— 
which 1 hope you do.” 

He seemed surprised at this address, and 
slowly rising, opened his door, and invited 
me to sit down with him. 

“ Whatis your age?” said I. ‘* Ninety 
years,”’ replied he with a trembling voice. 
* How long have you been in thi§ convent?” 
Oid Man. ** Forty years.” J. * You are 
ap old man, your days are almost finished ; 
and if you are a true believer in Jesus, you 
will soon behold him as he You will 
soon put off this feeble body, and rise to 
immortality. You will soon be admitted 
to the society of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
the prophets, apostles, and martyrs in the 
kingdom of heaven. Does the thought of 
this give you pleasure 
Old Man. ** Surety it does. What have 


Is. 





tered achurch.” He says that since newt 

came acquainted with me, he has read the 

whole Bible through twice, and part of it 

again. ‘This I can believe, as he reads ve- 

ry rapidly, and reads night and day. 
Ruins of Tyre. 

We rowed from the north side of the vil- 
lage, round the west, to the south side, near 
the neck. 

During our excursion, we saw a vast num- 
ber of columns at a considerable distance 
from the land, and some of them ten or fif- 
teen feet under water. Insome places we 
saw eight or ten lying in a row near each 
other ; and in one place forty or fifty. Of 
these last, some were above the water, seme 
were half under, and others wholly immeérs- 
ed. ‘The shore on the west seemed to be 
lined with them. 

Beyond them, rises above the water what 
appears at a distance to be a rock, or a 
ites of rocks. ‘Those on the soutly we 
went to, and found them to be, evidently, 
the remains of an ancient wall, the cement 
of which has become hard as the stones 
which are joined to it. Those on the north 
we were told, were similar. That the isl- 
and was once of far greater extent than it 
now is, I have no doubt, both from the ap- 
pearance of the ancient walls, above men- 
tioned, and from the vast ruins, both of co- 
lumns and hewn stones, which lie between 
them and the present island. 

‘That such an immense number of Jarge. 
columns should have been carried and 
thrown into the sea, merely to get them off 
from the land, I cannot believe. And had 
they been transplanted for any military 
purposes, they would not have been thrown 
about in such a promiscuous manner. It 
seems to me most probable, that where the 
waves of the sea now roll, once stood beau- 
tiful and lofty mansions supported by these 
majestic columns ; so that it may be em- 
phatically said, that Tyre ** has never been 
any more,”’ according to the prophecy of 
ézekiel. Though the present village of 
Tyre is a handsome little village for this 
country, and occupies perhaps half the pre- 
sent island, still, compared with what it was 
once, it is nothing either in size or grandeur, 
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Scripture lessons are read in Arabic, tho’ 
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MISSION ARY. 








From the Boston Missionary Herald, for September. 


SANDWICIL ISLANDS. 
JouRNAL oF THE Mission. 
4 New Station. 


June 4, 1823.—Mr. 


from Lahina, where the detachment for that | 
port landed safely on the 31st ult. and} 


were received with welcome by the people. 


On Monday the 2d, Krimakoo and the 
“king’s mother ae ig to the brethren three | 


cultivated with taro, 
lons, &c. and contain- 
Hit trees, from which 
‘small portion of the 


small pieces of la 

otatoes, banana 
ing nineteen 
they may 
fruit and 








They proposed @ Pto build, without delay, | 


a thatched d ing house for each of the 


~ two brethren and a house for public wor- 


ship. a 
Messrs. PhuFston. Bishop, Goodrich and 
Harwood, having been appointed to explore 
the Island of Owyhee, sailed for that island 
on the 24th. Soon after this a deputation 
visited Krimakoo, the prime minister, to 
obtain his opinion and approbation of about 
20 hymns in the native language, prepared 
by Mr. Ellis. It was gratifying to the mis- 
sionaries, that so intelligent a man gave to 
these Songs of Zion his warm approbation. 
Lestimony in favor of Auna. 
Aug. 10.—The native service both in the 


morning and afternoon was conducted prin-| 


cipally by Auna, the Vahitan assistant of 
Mr. Ellis, and was listened to with satisfac- 
tion by pretty full and attentive congrega- 
tions. 

The piety, fidelity, intelligence, dignity, 
sobriety, activity, and constancy of this 
converted heathen of the South Sea Isles, 
may well encourage the prayers, thanksyiv- 
ines and exertions of the friends of missions. 
How many such will at last bless their 
Christian benefactors, when their once un- 
tutored voices shall, after speaking the 
praises of God on earth, be tuned into an- 
thems of heaven. 

Return of the explorers of Owhyhee. 

The deputation of Owhyhee surveyed all 
the inhabited coasts of that Island, ascend- 
ed some of its mountains, gazed with admi- 
ration atits burning volcanoes, explored its 
dark regions, preached the word of lite to 
odin of its fourscore thousand inhabitants, 
and selected several stations most eligible 
for the missions which demand their imme- 
diate labor, and many more which may 
hereafter be occupied. The narrative of 


this tour will soon be prepared to be sent to | 


drawings. 





CHOCTAW MISSION. 
Mayuew. 

[The following general statement is made 
by Mr. Hooper, teacher of this school, at 
the close of a communication, dated July 1, 
1824. } 

Many of the scholars have taken a very 
lively interest in their studies, during the 


present term, and have made very yratily-| 


ing proficiency. 
1, 


ie two highest classes have been requi- | 


red to commit to memory a given number | reir reception. 


of verses every evening, from Matthew's 
Gospel. A part of the Sabbath was spent 
in the same way. So anxious were they to 
excel in this exercise, that they might often 
be seen taking their food and committing 
their lessons at the same time. ‘They would 


Loomis returned | 


gles needed by the family. | 


j 


our patrons, accompanied by a variety of| 


Faeis collected fiom the NY. -VMissionary Rectster. | 
| Unirrep Foreron Missionary Sociery. 
G R LAT OSA C IE MI SST] ON. 

From Rev. Mr. Pixley, June 25, 1824.— | 
In my residence with the Osages last spring | 
I had an interview with more than twenty | 
of the Pawnee Mahaws, who reside near 
lthe heads of the Kanzas and Arkanzas riv- 





fers, probably nearly three hundred miles 
‘from this place. ‘They came with a desire 

to prepare the way for a treaty of peace | 
with the Osages. ‘They travelled ou foot, | 
covered with their Buffalo robes. | The Ss- 
ages met them in the Prairie, riding upon 
' their horses, at full speed, with long eudgels 
in their hands. The poor Mahaws appear- 
led to be exceedingly affrighted, and their 
| first salutation was supplant, and to me af- 
ifecting beyond description—first with a 
ventle shake and pressure of the hand, and 
then with their arm around the neck, bring- 
ing you gently to their bosoms. ‘They were 
then surrounded by the Osages, and con- 
ducted to their town, where the ceremonies 
of a friendly reception were performed. 

There is a class among the Indians called 

the Cheshoes, whose lodges are sacred as 
respects the stranger and the enemy who 
can find their way into them—not very dis- 
similar to the ancient city of refuge. That 

they may pass safely through the town, and 

mingle with the rest of the people, a cere- 
mony is to be performed by another class, 

called Punkaws. When the strangers are 
seated, the Punkaws take about a tea-spoon- 
ful of water, and put it into their mouths. 

|'This having been thrice repeated, a sail 

portion of food is applied in the same man- 
ner ; and another person comes forward 

with oil to annoint their heads, feet & limbs. 
They are then considered as free to go 

where they please among the people, none, 

however great their enmity, daring to vio- 

late this national pledge of faith, while the 

strangers remain within their limits. Some- 

times, however, they follow and kill them 

when beyond their limits ; and this is con- 

sidered lawful, if'a full and perfect peace 

be not established. 

From Rev. Mr. Montgomery—June 22, 
1824.—Nothing considerable has been done 
in preaching through an Lndian interpreter, 
in consequence of the unsteady and difficult 
disposition of the only individual who could 
serve us. As several years will yet be re- 
quisite to prepare us to speak, with the de- 
sirable readiness, it would certainly be] 
greatly important to have in the mean time, 
an interpreter who is competent and trusty. 

In other circumstances, much might have 
been done by translating select portions of 
Scripture, prayers and other pieces, which 
could be read long before a person was qual- 
|ilied to speak. But the seliish and perverse 

disposition of our English interpreter, ren- 
der it exceedingly dificult to obtain Quy 
| thing of this kind from him. 
Intelligence is just received, that the 
leaders in the recent outrage have been giv- 
a up to the commandant at the fort, and 
‘have been sent off in irons, to Little Rock, 
‘for trial. —This event cannot but have a sa- 
‘lutary influence on the minds of the [ndi- 
‘ans, and tie tranquility and success of the 
mission. We are also informed, that Belle 
Viseau and others, who were deputed to ac- 
“company the Pawnee Embassy to their vil- 
lage, have returned, much pleased with! 
A peace has not been ab- 
isolutely concluded, but efforts are to be 
‘made ou both sides. to prevent fighting du- | 
‘ring the summer, and a general Congress of | 
I believe, all the Pawnee towns, with the | 
| Osages, is to take place in September. 

















| 
| 
| 





Mr. Montgomery’s Journal, May 5, 1824. 


and advised that the young men should 
adopt the disposition of the voracious birds 
and animals, and carry their skins with 
them when they went to war. Nunkee 
Oharke states that fathers exhort their sons 
strongly to go on war parties, and that the 
young men become more savage in their 
sentiments, by every successive exploit 
which they perform. But there is another 
cause, of a still more melancholy nature, 
which he considers as having an important 
influence.—ile says when men are about to 
die, they always endeavor to excite their 
relatives to revenge their death on their 
enemies, that they may not go alone into 
the invisible world. ‘This is done, as well 
on occasions of death by natural disease, as 
when it occurs in battle. After adducing 
the recent instance of his brother, N. O. 
asked, Where is the Osage who dies with- 
out making bad talk of this sort ? 

Osage customs and prejudices.—It is cus- 
tomary with the Osage women, in first pa- 
roxysms of grief, to cut off their hair, muti- 
late their ears, and put off their good clothes 
and for several mornings and evenings to 
make loud lamentations. —The men differ 
from them only by letting their hair grow. 

There are in the villages in this quarter, 
about thirty large bunches of feathers, the 
possessor of any one of which, carrying it in 
state toany lodge which he may choose, has 
the privilege of taking as his own, all the 
property he can find. ‘This can be done only 
once by the same individual, and the party 
suffering has the right of reimbursing him- 
self from some other lodge. 

Various Interviews.—May 17.—In our 
intercourse with these people, we often 
meet with very ingenious and even just sen- 
timents. Our friend, Nunkee Oharkee, 
observed to-day, that **it was easy for us 
to say we pitied them, but really to do it 
was difficult. For Indians to tell lies was 
nothing, but for white people to do so was 
very bad.” Once he asked, very gravely, 
+ What among worldly things, laying reli- 
gious things aside, afforded us the greatest 
degree of ha ypiness F” The pleasantness of 
this man’s disposition, and the gracefulness 
of his deportment, would bear comparison 
with those of the most amiable characters 
in civilized society. O that his mind were 
enlightened and sanctified by the grace of 
God ! 

Cararaucus Mission. 

April 7.—Having suffered so much in- 
eenvenience for the want of house room, 
we feel thankful to see this morning, seve- 
ral carpenters commence the remainder of 
the Mission-House. Living as we have, 
since DecentHJer, with so large a family in 
so small a house, has been attended with 
many evils, as well as making the work 
much harder for the sisters. 

Provisions for the School furnished by 
the Indians.—/pril 28.— Attended a coun- 
cil of the Chiefs this afternoon. Part of 
the business was to consult respecting build- 
ing a meeting-house,—but like many socie- 
ties, there is a division among them respec- 
ting the site of the building. The Buffalo 
chiefs have to-day sent seventeen bushels of 
corn for their children. Our Indians have 
not yet done so much as was expected. 
They have brought about twenty bushels of 
corn and six smal] hogs. A few of them 
are able to do something for the suppert of 
the school ; the others are very poor. 

May 24.—Forty-eight precious immort- 
als are already under our charge. We do 
feel a love for these children of the forest, 
and earnestly pray, that we may be faith- 
ful to them. Although we have not seen 
such fruits of our labours as we could wish, 
yet we are not discouraged. We know 


sometimes recite twice as much as they|—The fact that seven respectable men, | that God will grant a blessing in due time, 


were required to do. 


In this way, during | with their families, have left the village, and | if we are faithful and faint not. Two of 


the season of long evenings, a large propor-| associated themselves with the Missiona-| our boys have been very serious for some 


tion of these classes recited from 20 to 25 
chapters, many hymns, lessons containing 
words and phrases in Choctaw and English, 
and a variety of pieces from other books. 


A eae ° ‘ 
| life, cannot but make some impression on | 


the minds of the Indians ; whilst the degree | 
lof steadfastness and skill, which they have 


lries, from adeclared preference of civilized | 





days. They say they feel that they are sin- 
ners, and are very unhappy in their minds, 
because they have sinned against a holy 
God. May their convictions be deepened, 


Several who were further advanced than | manifested in their work, and their peace-/ and become so pungent, that they can give 
1 —~ . eo a ot oe » %o = . ‘ . . . , 7 . > | ~¢ , ps : 
their classmates, recited Matthew's Gospel | able and orderly deportment, go far toward | themselves no rest till they are enabled to 

once, and half of ita second time. These, | evincing the practicability of converting the | rejoice in a Saviour’s love, 


and some others who best understood En- 
glish, were taught geography a part of the 
evening, by Mr. David Wright. Ten stu- 
died geography. All Cumming’s questions 
on the map of the world were recited twice 


on these evening exercises. Having com- 


mitted and recited their lessons in geogra-| 


phy, they retired to their sleeping rooms, 
and committed sometimes twenty verses 
before going to rest. During several weeks 
in the winter and spring, the two highest 
classes attended to penmanship. under the 
tuition of Mr. Wright, one hour each day. 
Some aequire this art with uncommon ease. 
The boys generally have succeeded better 
in other branches, than in arithmetic. 
None have proceeded further than the Rule 


of Three. 





|Osages into an agricultural and civilized | 
people. | 

Interview with an intelligent Osage, May 
'11.—While reading a prayer to a few indi- | 
viduals. Nunkee Oharke, brother of the late! 
| Big Soldier, observed, that the instructions | 
of the old men were the cause of the bad | 
sentiments held by the Osages, and gave 
this account of their mode of inspiring the | 
youth with the love of war. 


the feathers, showed it to some old men, 
and inquired whether it was a good thing to 
Kill birds. ‘Phe old men approved of what 
he had done, and encouraged him to pro- 
ceed. They further tefd him, there were 








Marriage of seven couple.—-Sat. June 5. 
—Yesterday, the Chiefs and the Warriors 
of the Christian party, and some of the Pa- 
gan Chiefs, with many women and children, 
assembled at the Mission-House. After 
preaching a sapmon. brother Harris pro- 
ceeded to perm the marriage ceremony, 
to receive which, seven couple of this inter- 
esting people presented themselves. Four- 


They relate | teen chiefs and warriors bound themselves 
thata great while ago, an, Osage boy killed | to be faithful in observing the marriage con- 
a bird with an arrow, and after picking off) tract. 


Want of Female assistance.—Here we 
have a family of fifty children, four adult 
inales, and only three females, some of 
whom are in feeble health, to take the whole 
care, do the whole work of making and 








men whom they should kill in like manner, 


mending clothes, washing, baking, and con- 


stant cooking ! Yes, these devoted sister 
cheerfully labor from day to day, feeliy 
much of the time as though they should sin 
with fatigue, and yet all the necessary work 
cannot be done. ‘There are seareely ap 
common families of as many adult men. 
bers, as in this mission family, but have 4g 
much female help. Who then would do 
all the work for these fifty children? Lit. 
tle do the public realize the labors, fg, 
tigues, and trials of the inissionary ; and 
yet there is happiness connected with it! 
rarely known in most other situations. 

Interesting state of the School.—July 5. 
We were not a little gratified to notice last 
evening, that some of the boys had retired 
to a room by themselves for prayer. There, 
supposing they were n@t heard by us, they 
fervently offered four prayers to that God, 
who will not despise the prayers of red chil. 
dren. Almost daily do we hear the sound 
of some Indian child. Oh! may the pray. 
er-hearing God grant them a true spirit “of 
prayer. 

Visit from a Clergyman.—July 20.— 
Our hearts have been much gladdened by 4 
visit from a dear Christian minister, from 
the South. He came on Saturday evening, 
and spent the Sabbath with us, and part of 
i A number of Indians, and quite 
a collection of whites assembled at the Mis. 
sion-House to hear him preach. His stay 
with us was indeed an interesting season, 
and we trust, profitable to our souls. He 
had visited other missionary stations, par- 
ticularly Brainerd, and gave us mueh inte. 
resting intelligence. Respecting the school 
at Brainerd, and the general improvement 
of the Cherokees, he imformed our Chiefs, 
which very much encouraged and animated 
them. He left the following note, accom- 
panied with a ten dollar bill :— 

** July 19, 1824. Abraham Van Dyck, 
Kisq. of Coxsackie, New-York, having pre- 
sented the writer of this with a smal! sum 
for his own use and disposal, he rejoices in 
this opportunity of expressing a wish, that 
many hearts may be as_ highly gratified as 
hisown by a visit to this dear mission, and 
that their hands may be opened to give. Ip 
testimony of this, Brother Thayer and his 
worthy associates will please to accept ten 
dollars. ** NicnoLas Parrerson.” 











ficligious. 





From the London Evungelical Mag. 
J. Newroy. 

My dear Friends,—You might well ex- 
pect to hear from us before now: I should 
have let you know that the carpet came 
safe, which is all Ihave to say of it. Tow 
it looks, how it fits, and how much it is ad- 
mired, I leave my dear to inform you: I 
suppose she will likewise thank you for your 
trouble : 

Carpets and such fine things lie out of my 
department. The path through this wil- 
derness to the kingdom of glory is not spread 
with carpets ; if it were, * shoes of iron and 
brass’ would be unnecessary, and if they 
were not needtul, the Lord would not have 
provided them. 


LETTER OF THE LATE REv. 


But he knows theway is rough and pro- 
vides accordingly. He trod it before us, 
and has left upon it the marks of his foot- 
steps for our instruction and encouragement. 
May we follow him cheerfully 3 ashe pass- 
ed through sufferings to glory, so shall his 
yeople 3 but how different is the cup which 
ie puts into our hands from that which he 
drank for our sakes. 

‘* Our sufferings are not worth a thought, 

When, Lord, compared with thine.” 


At present my pathisremarkably smooth, 
—My health good ; my dear pretty well. 
Betsy well too. A peaceful united family 
at home; kind friends abroad ; bread in 
the cupboard. —Some liberty in the pulpit ; 
some tokens of the Lord’s presence in the 
congregation, and a mind, through mercy, 
so well satisfied with my situation, that 
there is not a person upon earth with whom 
I would wish to change. And all this heigh- 
tened by the consideration (which is seldom 
long out of my thoughts) of what I was, and 
where | was, when the Lord first began to 
draw me to himself. Verily I ama debtor 3 
I seem to have nothing to ask for myself, 
but for a more thankful dependent. humble 
and active spirit in his service. Here, in- 
deed, I have much cause for shame and 
grief ; my inward cross is not light, at least 
it would not be if I had a deeper sense of my 
obligations, and of the defects and defile- 
ments attending my poor services. But 
my Lord is gracious, and permits me. still 
to hope in his mercy. 7 

Our friend Mr. Johnstone 
go Chaplain to the proposed. 
New Holland, and have the hon 
first man who is to carry the glad’ 
salvation to the southern hemisphere. 
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| Service ; it was proposed 

j felt the importance of it, 
S,attending it. I hope 
Sirom man only, but from the 
sacall like that of Abraham, to 
Mai ws dear to him, and to ven- 
élfupon the promises and power 
ul, “He seems to be in every res- 
spect a fi®person ; and I believe his views 
are so upright, that the Lord will not permit 
him to take a step of so much consequence 
unless it be agreeably to his will. We of- 
ten think of dear Mrs. T. and of the bour 
which is before her. I trust the same gra- 
cious Lord who has béenqith her in former 
times, will support hegjand appear for her 
again, and that you will again invite us to 
praise him on her behalf. Every answer to 
prayer which he affordsis an encouragement 
to call upon him agam, and then again, e- 
ven as long as Welivé; for as we shall al- 
ways need his help, so he has promised al- 
ways tohelp those who put their trust in 
him. 

{ must conclude with assuring you that I 
am vour affectionate and obliged servant, 

27 Oct. 1786. Joun Newron. 


ae Che Circular. 
















Witmineron, Faivay, Ocrorer 1. 


Fire /—Oun Tuesday night last, we learn that the 
Paper works of Webb & Bratten, wear Kennet 


* . 
Squi consumed with the whole, or near- 
ly ae Stock: 


—«. fe — 

Gen. La Fayeite hasinformed the Committee 
of Arrangement of Wilmington, who waited upon 
him for that purpose, that he wil be here, on 
Wednesday morning next. 

Ihe General’s reception in Philadelphia on 
Tuesday last, was altogether splendid and every 
way characteristic of that public spirited people. 


——() 





The following Letter contains nothing in itself 
really important; yet, when we take into con- 
sideration, that four years ago, the writer was a 
roving Savage, this circumstance renders it inter- 
esting. Many of our readers will remember his 
passing through Wilmington, on his way home, 
last winter; when he became acquainted with 
the Lady to whom the letter is addressed. —Cir. 
Extract of a Letter, toa Ladyin Wilming- 

ton, ( Del.) dated 

“Dwiourt, (Arkansas,) 29th May, 1824. 

© My dear Sister in Christ—\t is with a 
great deal ofpleasure I write you thes lines. 
The hospitality and kindness of the people 
in Wilmington, [ shall never forget. You 
showed me too much friendship ever to for- 
get you. Will you have the goodness to 
remember me to all our Christian friends, 
in Wilmington’s and inform them, that their 
Cherokee friend has, at length, arrived at 
the place of his destination—has seen his 
futher and mother, from whom he has been 
absent more than four years. —My fond pa- 
rents embraced me with tears—they were 
overcome with joy. They are both very 
much devoted tou God their Saviour. ‘Three 
of iy sisters are also professors of religion. 
frod has been good and gracious to us. O! 
may we all praise Him day and night. Let 
all the creation give glory to Him that sitt- 
eth upon the throne and unto the Lamb. 

* The mission family here are all well— 
they are lovely people. You would be 


** Peace and mercy be multiplied to you. 
** Ever Yours, 
* DAVID BROWN.” 


‘Mrs. ——. ., 2 








Worthy of Imitation.—TVhe children of 
Catskill have contributed $150 to make 
La Fayette a director for life of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society.—This is one of the 
happiest methods which has yet been adopt- 
ed, of testifying respect for the General’s 
character. We hope that the example will 
be extensively imitated, and that before 
our illustrious guest leaves this country, he 
will be made a member of all the American 
benevolent insiitutions, in which he can be 
supposed to feel.an interest. ‘The donation 
referred to was announced in the following 
letter from a gentleman in Catskill to John 
Nitchie, Esq. of this city, agent of the 
American Bible Society. The address, 
which accompanies the letter, was to have 
been delivered to the General by one of 
the children, but his stay in the village was 
so short, that there was no opportunity. 

Catskill, Sept. 18, 1824. 

You will be so good as to accept $150 
for the purpose of constituting General La 
Fayette a life director of the American Bi- 
ble Society, and to present his Excellency, 
early after his arrival in the city, with a 
certificate of the manner in which this ob- 
ject has been effected, as stated below. 

The children of the village of Catskill to 
Gen. La Fayette: 

While the most distinguished civil hon- 
ours of our country have justly been paid 
to the friend of Washington, and the cham- 
pion of Liberty, we ardently pray that our 
moral and religious privileges may be con- 
tinued, promoted and appreciated ; and as 
we are aware that the enlightening, civiliz- 
ing, and ameliorating iniluences of the Bi- 
ble, are the strongest and most efficient 
means of maintaiiing the glorious advan- 
tages we enjoy: We, the children of the 
village of Catskill, solicit General La Fay- 
ette to permit us to constitute hima life di- 
rector of the American Bible Society, pre- 
suming that you, sir, will duly appreciate 
the motives which have induced us to adopt 
this expression of our gratitude, for servi- 
ces too essential to American freedom ever 
to be forgotten. 
DAT er ees ORE 


SUMMARY. 


New-York Orphan Asylum —The Or- 
phan Asylum of New-York has been estab- 
lished 18 years. The number of orphans 
relieved by the charity of this institution is, 
5,080. ‘Lhe present number of inmates is 
160—94 boys and 66 girls. 

—vo— 

We understand that Mr. Granville, the 
agent of the Haytien Government, has re- 
ceived information that the females in Hay- 
ti are forming themselves into societies for 
the assistance of such colored people in 
this country as are disposed to emigrate to 
their island. 











— 

Femace Inpian Misstonry Society. 

At Creek Path, a station in the Cherokee 
nation, under the care of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, a Female Benevolent Society has been 
formed, in which there is no other white fe- 
male except Mrs. Potter, the wife of the 





pleased tosee them, no doubt. I presume 
tiere are seventy boys and girls in the 
school, who are making rapid progress in 
their studies. ‘The generality of the Cher- 
okee people are anxious to have their chil-; 
deen educated and brought up as the white 
children. When they attend the preachiag 
of the Gospel. they listen with profound at- 
tention ; and some, I hope, have already! 
been translated from the dominions of dark-) 
ness unto the glorious kingdom of Christ. 
Pray for us, that the Gospel may have a 
happy effect upon my countrymen, and 
that many may finally rejoice with you in 
the kingdom of Heaven. 

* Useful Books are in great demand here. 
The children were very glad when IT brought 
them small books from theeas*. If the peo- 
ple of benevolence and humanity in Wil- 
Mington wish to do some good to their red 
brethren of the west, tell them to send on 
iseful books, on philosophy, religion, &c. 

*T arrived herein last April. Mr. Evarts, 
I presume, is now in the Choctaw nation. 
I parted with him in Washington City, 
where I met the Cherokee Delegation. 

** When will you come and see us ? Coine 
and visit your red brothers and sisters. 

**T suppose you heard, that the same 
night we left Wilmiligien, the staze upset, 
vhich gave me avi on my face. fora 
ime. Pam now well of my fall. 
evhaps [had bett ee you desired ; 
are for the best for “* the chil- 
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missionary. ‘They appropriated the small 
sum they collected last spring, $9.95, to the 
Osage Mission on the Arkansas. —The mo- 
tron te do this was offered by a Cherokee 
woman, a member of the church, who ob- 
served, * The Bible tells us to do good to 
our enemies, and I believe the Osages are 
the greatest enemies the Cherokees have.” 
\ half guinea of the above sum was presen- 
ted to the Society by Catherine Brown, be- 
fore her death. 
——=_ 0 3 0 a 
NOTICES OF LA FAYeTre. 

Tue report that 20.000 dollars were 
crecited to the General in one of the Boston 
Banks, is contradicted in the New-York 
American. 

The Sabbath previous to his leaving New- 
York for Rlbany, he declined receiving any 
visitors. Let this fact be remembered when 
he comes to the South ; and let not his feel- 
ings be wounded by witnessing a disregard 
of that holy day. 

After the return of La Favette from Bos- 
ton asplendid entertainment was given hin 
at the Castle Garden in New-York. At 2 
o’clack the General departed for Albany. 
4t West Point, Newburgh, Poughkeepsie, 
Albany, and Troy, he was received with 
every honour that genius could invent, or 
enthusiasm bestow. From the latter place 
he returned to New-York, where be dined 
with his Masonic brethren on the 20th. 
Col. Huger, of South Carolina, accompan- 
ied him up the river. 


; 


: 2 
For the Circular. 


THE CHRISTIAN DUTY ; 
OR, THE WAY TO BEATITUDE. 
If you would be my disciple 
Leave the world, come out from sin ; 


Leave your former gay companions, 
Never join with them again. 


Lovd for thee Pll allabandon : 
He!) me now to follow thee ; 

For, ! thee, for aid, depend on, 
While | walk life’s thorny way. 


ym would be my disciple, 
Take your cross up, follow me ; 
Court not earthly smiles or favors, 
They are Satan’s, from them flee. 


Lord for thee Pilall abandon, 
Help me now my cross to take, 

And for aid, thee todependon; 
All renouncing for thy sake. 


If you would be my disciple, 
Friends and home you must forego ; 

Look to me for aid and comtort— 
1 alone can them bestow. 


Lord, for thee I'll all abandon, 
Friends and home Il leave for thee ; 
Let thy Comforter, descend on 

All, who humbly follow thee. 


If you would be my disciple, 
Let the needy share your store ; 
{, the Lord, am the rewarder 
Of the man who aids my pvor. 


If you would be my disciple, 
Count your life not dear to you; 

Nor at persecutions tremble ; 
Trust to me, Vil bear you through. 


Lovd, for thee we'll all abandon, 
Heip us new to trust in Uiee; 

Let thy Comforter descend on 
All, who humbly follow thee. 


Communicated for the Circular. 


DIED, in New-Castle, on Sabbath morning 
last, ip, the 52d year of his age, the Rev. Joun E. 
Latrrs, Pastor of the United Congregations of 
New-Castle and Christiana Bridge. Fort several 
weeks he had been confined with a bilious com- 
plat; aud ata time when his friends were in- 
lulging a glad hope of his recovery, his disease 
assumed a new form, and he died of an ulcerous 
affection in his throat. 


As he was aman who for years has filled a large 
space in the public eye, some account of him 


- ——— 


-< +p 


Many of his Sermons have been publish- 


ed, with several Essays upon useful sub- 
jects, together with a Catechism for Chil- 
dren now in frequent use in this section of 


the church, and which in simplicity and 
comprehensiveness will yield to none of the 
productions, even of Dr. Watts. 

In a district of country where such oc- 
currences are by many regarded with sus- 
picion, he was the warm and strenuous ad- 
vocate of what are called, and justly too, 
* Revivals of religion,” and about two years 
before his death, rejoiceds in an ontpouniie 
of the Spirit on his congre le 

the active President of the De 

Society ; a Director of the 'Phedlogical Se- 
minary at Princeton ; and the friend of all 
the benevolent institutions of the present 
age. In him the Presbytery of New-Castle 
has lost one of its strongest pillars, and all 
the Judicatories of the Presbyterian church 
one of their most intelligent, punctual and 
industrious attendants. He was remarka- 
ble for his orthodoxy, science, promptness 
and accuracy in all ecclesiastical affairs. 
For many years he had been one of the re- 
vular Clerks of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church, and had thus be- 
come familiar with its history and proceed- 
ings, its doctrines and forms. 

It is pleasant to contemplate the life of 
such a man. While so many live in vain, 
if not **creation’s blot.’ at least, © crea- 
tions’s blank,” it is pleasant to look upon 
the man who devoted 27 years of his active 
life to promote the everlasting good of his 
fellow men. Of the good he has accomp- 
lished he is now reaping the boundless re- 
ward, 

Hiis death, tho’ not, properly speaking, 
triumphant, was, like his exercises in health 
composed, peaceful and comfortable, be- 
coming more and more comfortable as his 
end approached. 
sion of his mind while able to speak, and 





earth. He was fully aware of his approach- 
ing dissolution, but.telt no other anxiety ex- 
cept for his discoxfsuolate widow and a ten- 
der family of children, most of them very 
young and the youngest but a few months 





will be expected by the Christian public. Until 
amore complete obituary of our departed friend 
shall be prepared by some one of his friends, the 
following brief statement may yield some satisfac 

tion. 

The Rev. John Ewing Latta, was the 
third son of the Rev. James Latta, late 
Pastor of Chesnut Level congregation, and 
well known as the author of a ** Discourse 
on Psalmody,” which has passed thro’ sev- 
eral editions. His four sons, Francis, 
William, John, (the subject of this notice) 
and James, all entered the ministry of the 
gospel. One of the daughters also married 
a clergyman,—thus presenting to the world 
the uncommon and edifying spectacle ot 
four brothers and a brot i ei clothed 
at once with the ministerial office, and la- 
bouring in the same denomination, and 
within a short distance of each other, to pro- 
mote the eternal interests of men. The 
warmth of their mutual attachment, and the 
regularity of their family intercourse, have 
excited the attention and admiration of all 
their acquaintances. 
united labor in the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion, death has made his first breach in their 
interesting circle, has stricken the first link 
from their chain of brotherhood. May the 
death of one give increasing life to the rest, 
and stimulate the surviving members of this 
ministerial family to still greater zeal in 
their Master’s work ! 


In the 25th year of his age, our deceased 
friend appears to have been licensed to 
preach the everlasting Gospel ;—and very 
shortly afterwards was called to the Pasto- 
ral charge of the congregations in which he 


which he died. 


As a man, he was intelligent, affable and 
friendly. Asa Christian, exemplary, uni- 
form and conscientious. 
was a man of enlarged views and liberal 
feelings, and lived in the utmost harmony 
with his ministerial brethren of other deno- 
iimations. In the preparation of his pub- 
lic discowrses he was careful and industri- 
ous, and was a faithful, clear and instruc- 
tive expounder of the word of God. The 
acceptableness of his pulpit labors was tes- 
tified by the regular attendance of one of the 
most enlightened congregations in this re- 
gion. —As a Pastor, he was ever exemplary 
in his visits te the sick and anxious,—inost 
allectionately sympathizing with the afflict- 
ed, and rejotcing with those whom God had 
favored, He was prompt to wait on the 
awakened soul, and diligent in cherishing 
the sparks of piety. While he faithfully 
warned his people against prevailing here- 
sies, he labored assiduously to confirm and 
edify them in the knowledge of the. truth. 














old. He was on one occasion seen to weep, 
but it seemed to be from overhearing the 
sighs and ag. nies of his afflicted wife, who 
was already overwhelmed by the sudden 
death of her mother, in the same louse, on- 
ly two days betfore,—besides the fearful 
prospect of losing her dear husband also. 
Should this imperfect notice meet the 
eye of his disconsolate widow, let the lan- 
guage of sympathy reach her ear :—** QO 
thou afflicted, tossed with tempests and not 
comforted, truly, deep calleth unto deep at 
the noise of His water spouts ; all his waves 





After many years of 


laboured for 27 years, and in the service of 


Asa Preacher he | 


and his billows have gone over thee. Lov- 
er and friend has he put far from thee, and 
thine acquaintance into darkness. Mother 
and husband, almost at the same moment, 
have been summoned from thy side. Yet 
will he command his loving kindness in the 
day time, and in the night thy song shall be 
with him, and thy prayer unto the God of 
thy life. Hope thouin God ; for thou shalt 
yet praise him who is the help of thy COWD- 
tenance and thy God. 7 


“Our dying frends are pioneers, te smooth 
Our rugged pass to death; to break the bars 
Of terror and abhorrence nature throws 
Cross our obstructed way.” 


Let the ascension of your beloved hus- 
band lift your heart to heaven. ‘There your 
Saviour wasbefore. Therenow is he whom 
you loved most on earth. What now 
shall tie you down to dust and vanity !— 
Commit thy fatherless children to him in 
whom the fatherless find mercy. Train 
them up for heaven ; teach them to come 
out and be separate from the world, so will 
he receive them, and be a Father unto them, 
and they shall be the sons and daughters of 
the Lord Almighty.” 

His remains were followed to the grave 
by two mourning congregations, several 
clergymen of different denominations, and 
a large circle of afflicted relatives and 
friends. lis body sleeps at the foot of the 
altar at which he ministered, as if still anx- 
ious to remind his congregation of his form- 
er calls and their future account. 

On Sunday last, Miss MARY W’LANE, daugh- 
ter of the late Joshua M’Lane, of this botough, 

On Friday last, at her son’s residence near 
this place, Mrs. M’MINN, an old woman, 


full of piety andgood works. 

Chester ( sunty hible Soctety convene agreea- 
bly toadjouramcnt, at Doe-run Church, on the 
Second Thursday in October next. 











James Larva, Seer’y. 





— 


Brble Society ef Delawdre hold their Anaual 
Meeting at St. George’s, on the Third Tuesday 
in October next, (being the 19th instant,) at 40 
o'clock, A. M.—Sermon at the opening, by the 
Rev, A. K, Ressext. 





K. W. Gitperr, Secr’y. 


vare Bible” 


He had the full posses- ~~ 


probably till the last moment of his stay on | 
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~ Poet's Corner. 


“To awake the soul by tender strokes of art.evs 
“ To raise the genius, and to mend the heart.” 














The following beautifully tender and pathetic lines were writ- 
ten, we presume, by William C. Bryant, Esq. of Massachu 
setts. We are acquainted with no other American poct, 
except Mr. Percival, who writes such poetry as this.-~Star. 


From the National Gazette. 
TO WILLIAM. 


It was but yesterday, my child, thy little heart 
beat high, , 

‘And I had scorn’é'the warning voice that told me, 
thou must-die. : ae aia 

I saw thee move with active bound; with spirits 
light and free, 

And infant grace and beauty threw their every 
charm on thee. 


Upon the dewy field 1 saw thy early footsteps fly, 

Unfettered asthe native bird that cleayes the ra- 
diant sky, x 

And often as the-sunrise gale blew back thy shin- 
ing hair, . ‘ 

Thy cheek display’d the red rose-tinge that 
health had painted there. 


Then withered as my heart had been, I could not 
but rejoce, : ; : 

To hear upon the morning wind the music of thy 
voice, 

Now echoing in the careless laugh, now melting 
down to tears; 

’T was like the sounds [used to hear in old and 
happier years. 


Thanks for that memory to thee, my little lovely 
boy, 

*Tis all remains of former bliss that care cannot 
destroy: 

I listened as the mariner suspends the outbound 
var’, ; a 

To taste the farewell gale that flows from off his 
native shore. 


I loved thee, and my heart was blest—but ere the 
day was spent, Sse 

I saw thy light and graccful limbs in drooping ill- 
ness bent, 

And shuddered as [ cast a look upon thy fainting 
head, 

For all the glow of health was gone, and life was 
almost fled. 


One glance upon thy marble brew made known 
that hope was vain, 

Iknew the swiftly wasting lamp should never 
light again : 

Thy cheek was pale, thy srow-white lips were 
gently thrown apart, L 

And life in every passing breath seemed gushing 
from the heart. 


And when I could not keep the tear from gath- 
ering in my eye, ! 

Thy little hand prest gently mine in token of 
reply ; 

To ask one more exchange of love, thy look was 
upward cast, 

And in that long and burning kiss thy happy spi- 
rit pass’d. 


I trusted I should not have lived to bid farewell 
to thee, 

And nature in my heart declares it ouglit not so 
to be; 

Thoped that thou within the grave my weary 
head shouldst lay, 

And live beloved when I was gone, for many a 
happy day. 


With trembling hand I vainly tried thy dying eyes 
to close, 

And how I envied in that hour thy calm and deep 
repose ; 

For I was left alone on earth, with pain and grief 
opprest, 

And thou was with the sainted, where the weary 
are at rest. 


Yes, Lam left alone on earth—but I will not re- 
pine, 

Because aspirit loved so well is earlier blest than 
mine ; 

My fate may darken as it will, I shall not much 
deplore, 

Since thou art where the ills of life can 
reach thee more. 


never 








RELIGIOUS. 


On Curistian Ixnrercovurss. 





We extract from the Christian Observer, of 
1819, the following judicious and very excellent 
remarks on the subject of the duty and advantag- 
es of religtous intercourse. After lamenting the 
coldness and indifference of Christian professors 
in the great cause in which they have engaged ; 
adverting to their spiritual apathy on entering 
the sacred walls, or interested only or chiefly by 
curiosity, the writer goes on to state, that, among 
the causeSof these unhappy effects, none per- 
haps, excepting negligence in private devotion, 
is more conspicuous than our inattention to the 
duty of maintaining sacred intercourse. He says 
that 

‘* Were men’s hearts really interested 
with religion during the week, and their 
conversation employed in a manner corre- 


sponding with such a heavenly frame of 


mind, it would be quite natural and easy to 
enter with full purpose of soul into the ex- 
alted duties of the Sabbath-day. There 


religious thoughts or scriptural language : | 
the soul would be prepared to receive them 
and cherish them as they deserve, But | 
when the contrary is the case ; when reli- | 
gion has been scarcely, if at all, the subject | 
of our thoughts or conversation for days to- 
wether, is it to be wondered at that in pub- 
fic worship we feel cold and sceptical, and | 
are more inclined to neglect—perhaps to | 
ridicule or despise—than to cherish with 
due eagerness, the things that belopg to | 
our salvation ? Is it surprising that @ man 
who never seriously reflects or converses on 
religious topics, who scarcely hears even an 
allusion to them in his commerce with soci- 
ety, should think them ‘** strange things” 
when brought before him on sacred occa- 
sions ? Is it wonderful that he with whom 
the Saviour has not been an object of sacred 
contemplation and regard all the week, 
should be indifferent to him on the Sabbath? 
Is it astonishing that the language of Serip- 
ture appears new, or strange, or unintelli- 
gible to him who can live peacefully for 
weeks or months in total inattention to it F 
Is it wonderful that a man disbelieves or 
shrinks on the Sunday from what be has 
practically disbelieved and shrunk from all 
the week? As well might a person born 
blind expect to enjoy the visible beauties of 
creation, or an illiterate man fully to enter 
into the topics of the deeply learned, asa 
man who has neither felt nor conversed on 
the affairs of eternity in his familiar inter- 
course with his family and friends, expect 
to find himself interested, even on solemn 
occasions, with those supremely important 
topics. He retires, in consequence, from 
the sacred services of religion, either disbe- 
lieving what he has heard, or at least, de- 
nying its importance, and steeling his heart 
against every hallowed impression. 

To many persons it may appear a para- 
dox not a little difficult of soiution, that 
while the interests of the soul are currently 
allowed to be the most important which be- 
long to human nature, religion is so seldom 
an object of general conversation. Many 
reasons might, however, be given to account 
for the circumstance. 

With regard to the world at large, it is 
evident, that they dislike, because they 
dread the subject. ‘Too many persons de- 
liberately prefer being blinded to opening 
their eyes to the awlul circumstances of 
their condition. ‘To drive away serious ex- 
amination into our state before God is one 
of the principal methods employed by our 
spiritual enemy to lull us into a fatal secu- 
rity ; and our own hearts are but too ready 
to take a part in his evil devices. "Thus it 
is that the world agree to forget the thoughts 
of death, and judgment, and eternity ; and 
though they admit that such things must 
arrive at last, and that perhaps soon or sud- 
denly, they systematically banish them from 
their thoughts and conversation. 

But this case, however awlul, is not a 
subject of surprise, since we evidently per- 
ceive reasons sufficient to account for the 
fact. But it certainly is more difficult of 
solution, that persons professing religion 
should be often so backward to perform the 
duty, and to enjoy the pleasures of religi- 
ous intercourse. It is true, there is no de- 
ficiency of conversation on subjects caznect- 
ed with religion, but which are not religion 
itself. ‘There is enough, and far more than 
enough, of controversy and criticism ; but 
when do we hear, even in circles professed- 
ly religious, of the more immediate topics of 
the Christian profession? When do modern 
Christians converse, as was the case with 
the primitive church, and with holy men of 
succeeding ages, respecting the wisdom and 
the ways of God; the love of the Saviour ; 
the privileges of the Gospel dispensation ; 
the temptations and discouragements of the 
Christian, his joys and sorrows, his hopes 
and fears, with all that concerns his heav- 
enly warfare, and is connected with his 
present or eternal destination ? While we 
profess to believe in * the communion of 
saints,” it too often se as if this privi- 
lege were reserved only for ** the spirits of 
the just made perfect ;”° and were tuo great 
to be enjoyed during our journey to that 
better world, where prayer and praise, and 
adoration, the love and mercy of¥od, his 
providence, and similar topics, will consti- 
tute the never wearying subject of eternal 
coliverse. 

The reason of this defect in the conver- 
sation of even religious persons is, usually, 
that they do not sufficiently cultivate heav- 
enly mindedness ; they dv not walk humbly 
and closely with their God. If the heart be 
** right with God,” and if the spiritual pow- 
ers and graces be in a corresponding state 
of vigour, the tongue will not be wholly un- 
faithful to its task ; for ** out of the abund- 
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” It 
is true, there are many, and those not tri- 





would appear nothing strange or unusual in| spiritually minded Christian from enjoying 


religious conversation as he might desire. 
His wish may be often thwarted by the 
coldness and worldliness of others ; his 
own heart also may wander ; or he may 
dread the thought of appearing to affect a 
sanctity of character which he is but too 
conscious how little he deserves. He may 
not often meet with those * excellent of the 
earth,” with whom David said was all his 
delight, and in whose society ** the man af- 
ter God’s own heart”? was accustomed to 
converse on the most interesting of all sub- 
jects. But all these drawbacks ought not 
to prevent his daily aspiring after a more 
hallowed tone of conversation. ‘To those 
who really value their religious privileges, 
what duty can be more delightful, as well 
as beneficial, than that of mutual inter- 
course respecting the topics of their com- 
mon salvation P In this will doubtless con- 
sist much of the delight of heaven ; and up. 
on earth such hallowed converse will great- 
ly tend to strengthen, comfort, and instruct 
the Christian, and will prove, under the 
blessing of God, a powerful means for build- 
ing him up in his fholy faith. But it must 
not be forgotten, that, in order to be truly 
spiritually minded in our conversation, we 
must be such in our private character. It 
is in secret meditation and prayer that those 
sacred graces must be nourished which are 
to shed a holy radiance around our path. 

[The following, we would particularly recom- 
mend to the serious attention of all our Christian 
r aders. The sentiments are well worthy our 
constant remembrance—therefore, do not mere- 
ly read them, but lay them up in your hearts, to 
remember them.—Cz.] 

We must enjoy daily communion with 
God in our own souls, if we would be heav- 
enly minded in our intercourse with society. 
{t was while the Psalmist of Israel was se- 
crétly meditating upon heavenly subjects 
that the fire so often kindled, till at length 
“he spake with his tongue,” and invited 
others to hear ** what God had done for his 
soul.” ‘The lamp must be constantly trim- 
med, and the holy oil supplied in secret, be- 
fore it can burn steadily and brightly amidst 
the agitated atmosphere of the world. This | 
habitual spirituality of mind will prevent 
our forcing religion into our conversation, 
and it will cause it to appear as a natural 
and beloved inmate of our bosoms. ‘The 
good man, out of the good treasure of his 
heart, bringeth forth good things.” His 
conversation, far from being hypocritical or 
affected, will appear but as the natural re- 
sult of a mind raised to heavenly objects, 
and engrossed with the concerns of eternity. 
The rich stream of sacred reflection will 
not appear as if artificially raised fur the 
secasion, but will flow constantly as from 
a perennial spring, the exuberance of whose 
waters evidences the depth aud copiousness 
of the fountain from which they are supplied. 

This excellent writer, who seems to pos- 
sess much of Christian experience and ge- 
huine piety, enjoins on us, that, ** Above 
all we should cherish a prayerful spirit : we 
should habitually rise in heart and mind to 
the unseen world, in order that we may 
bring down, as it were, that sacred fire 
which is to blaze on the altar of the heart, 
and to enkindle to a flame all the graces of 
the Christian character. ‘The absence of 
this sacred aspiration of soul will effectual. 
ly prevent our cultivating holy intercourse 
with our fellow-creatures. The defections 
of the closet will evidence themselves in the 
hours of social conversation. Conscious 
guilt will close the lips: it will whisper, 
** What hast thou to do to take the name 
of God into thy mouth ?” So that, to per- 
form the duty and enjoy the privilege under 
consideration, we must be what we seem; 
we must ‘grow in grace,” and evidence 
that growth by the increasing spirituality 
of our deportment ; we must learn to love 
God better, and must prove the increase of 
that love by an increasing attention to the 
duty of glorifying him before men, and of 
exhibiting in all our words and actions an 
augmenting veneration for his holy Name.” 

—=—>-- —_— 
ON THE RESTLESSNESS OF THE HUMAN MIND. 
[Prom Dr. Chalmer’s Sermons, lately published.] 

** There is no resting place to be found 
on this side of time. It is the doctrine of 
the Bible, and all experience loudly pro- 
claims it. I do not ask you to listen to the 
complaints of the poor, or the murmurs of 
the disappointed. ‘Take your lesson from 
the veriest favorite of fortune. See him 
placed in a prouder eminence than he ever 
aspired after. See him arrayed in brighter 
tlds than ever dazzled his early imagi- 
nation. See him surrounded with all the 
homage that fame and flattery can bestow 
—and after you have suffered this paradi: ¢ 
exterior to practice its deceitfulness upon 


restless, dissatisfied eye, as it Wa 
certain on every object- -ente ‘ 
mind, and tell me if repo yment © 


grin and disquietude—mark Mis Bear 
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nauseates the splendor which en 
him—and tell me, if you have not Tear 
in the truest and most affecting charaéters, 
that even in the full tide of a ‘trlumphant 
ambition, ‘man labours for the meat which 
perisheth, and for the food which satisfieth 
not.’ ' 

‘* What meaneth this restlessness of our 
nature ! What meaneth this unceasing ac- 
tivity which longs for exercise anil employs 


which first roused it to enterprise >? What 
mean those unmeasurable longings, which 
no gratification can extinguish, and which 
still continue to agitate the heart of man, 
even in the fulness of plenty and of enjoy- 
ment. If they mean any thing at all, they 
mean that all which this world can offer, is 
not enough to fill up his capacity for happi- 
ness—that time is too small for him, and he 
is born for something beyond it—that the 
scene of his earthly existence is too limited, 
and he is formed to expatiate in a wider and 
a grander theatre—that a nobler destiny is 
reserved for him—and that to accomplish 
the purpose of his being, he must soar above 
the littleness of the world, and aim at a lof: 
tier prize. 

‘+ It forms the peculiar honor and excel. 
lence of religion, that it accom ites to 
this property of our nature—th holds 
out a prize suited to our high callitg—that 
that there is a grandeur in its objects, which 
can fill and surpass the imagination—that 
it dignifies the present scene by connecting 
it with eternity—that it reveals to the eye 
of faith the glories of an unperishable world 
—and how, trom the high eminence of heav- 
en, a cloud of witnesses are looking down 
upon earth, not as a scene for the petty anx- 
ieties of time, but as a splendid theatre for 
the ambition of immortal spirits.” 
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Just Published, 
>»: . . 
cl Biography 
OF THE 
ILLUSTRIOUS CITIZEN, 


Marquis ‘De Lafapette, 


This brief Biography is derived from various 
authentic sources, which may be relied on. It 


General La Fayette, from his embarking for Ame- 
rica, at 19 years of age, in his own ship, thro’ the 
American Revolutionary st ruggle ; lis return to 
France; his active part in the cause of French li. 
berty; his proscription by the Jacobins; his de. 
parture from his army; adventure ; captivity and 
imprisonment for five years, in the German and 
Austrian dominions; with the wild and romantic 
aitempts of a German and a voung American, to 
rescue him from prison, &c. &c. down to the res- 
toration of the Bourbons; his embarking for Ame- 
rica, with the Resolutions of Congress, of Boston, 
New-York, Philadelphia, Balumore, &c. &e, 
Price 37 Cents—-for sale at this Officc. 





Just Received = 
AND FOR SALE HERE, 


The Christian Almanac for 


ASZSo 


To those acquainted with this publication, + 
need say nothing recommendatory. For the in 
formatica of others, especially Christians, we no- 
tice that it contains all the information common (0 
Almanacs, in addition to a large body of Mission: 
ary and other profitable matter. . 


CHUBAP BOOKS. 


The Editor has just received a large accessioi 
to his former stock of Books, among’ which ar 
Gill’s and Scott’s commentaries ; all of which wil 
be sold at very reduced prices. 

















Such of our Subscribers as wish to discontinu: 
the Circular, wiil please to observe that our terms 
require them to pay up a//arrearages, ani to givt 
one month’s notice, betore the expiration of the 
year or half year, for.which they have subscribed. 
These conditions must be siries/y complied wit! 


SHE CIRCULAR, 
(s Published every Friday, 
AT NO. 97, MARKET-STREET, WILMINGTO™ 


Gy Fobert Porter, 


AF TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM.—=PAYABLE A! 
THE EXPIRATION OF THR FIRST SIX MONTHS: 
—-ANY PERSON WHO PROCURES SIX SUBSCR! 
BERS, AND WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR TH 
PAYMENT, SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A cop?PY 
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